
2017 RULES BREAKOUT 
SESSION



Foul Types and Penalty 
Administration



Old layered plays looked like this…



… now they look like this!



What is a layered play?

• Normally	occur	following	a	stoppage	in	
play

• Involve	more	than	one	foul
• Foul	penalties	may	or	may	not	be	
equal



Cancellation of Equal Penalties
• All	fouls	are	charged	and	penalties	identified.
• Determine	the	order	the	fouls	were	committed.
• All	equal	penalties	against	opposing	teams	are	cancelled	in	the	order	

the	fouls	were	called.	Once	the	fouls	have	been	reported	and	penalties	
cancelled,	they	are	considered	as	never	having	occurred.

• The	right	to	possession	of	the	ball	as	part	of	the	last	penalty	shall	cancel	
any	prior	rights	to	the	ball.

• Equal	penalties	may	be	cancelled	only	when	they	occur	during	the	same	
dead-ball	period.

• When	all	foul	penalties	cancel,	play	resumes	at	POI.
• When	there	are	penalties	left	to	be	administered,	they	are	

administered	in	the	order	in	which	the	fouls	occurred
• Play	resumes	as	if	the	last	single	unsportsmanlike,	disqualifying,	or	

technical	foul	for	excessive	timeout	were	the	only	foul	committed.



What does the phrase “fouls of 
equal gravity” mean?

It refers to fouls whose penalties 
are equal



Fouls which stop play whose penalties cancel:
• Double personal foul
• Simultaneous personal foul
• Fouls of equal gravity

• Opponents commit technical fouls
• Opponents commit unsportsmanlike 

and/or disqualifying fouls



Which fouls have equal penalties?
Foul	Type Penalty

Technical	Foul	(excluding	
excessive	timeout)

Two free throws

Unsportsmanlike Foul,	
Disqualifying	Foul,	and	
Excessive	Timeout

Two free throws plus the
ball for a throw-in



Play 1
A1 commits a personal foul against B1 in the lane area. 
B1 then makes an unsporting comment to A1 and A1 then 
responds by pushing B1. Both teams are in the bonus. 



Play 1
A1 commits a personal foul against B1 in the lane area. 
B1 then makes an unsporting comment to A1 and A1 then 
responds by pushing B1. Both teams are in the bonus. 

Play order:
1) A1’s personal foul – live-ball foul
2) B1 player/substitute technical foul
3) A1 unsportsmanlike foul



Play 1
A1 commits a personal foul against B1 in the lane area. B1 
then makes an unsporting comment to A1 and A1 then 
responds by pushing B1. Both teams are in the bonus. 

Foul adjudication:
1) B1 shoots two free throws (A1’s PF)
2) Any Team A member shoots two free throws (B1’s TF)
3) Any Team B member shoots two free throws (A1’s UF)

Play resumes with a throw-in for Team B at the division line 
opposite the scorers’ table.



Play 2 
A1 commits a personal foul against B1 in the lane area. 
B1 then pushes A1 and A3 responds by pushing B1. Both 
teams are in the bonus. 



Play 2 
A1 commits a personal foul against B1 in the lane area. 
B1 then pushes A1 and A3 responds by pushing B1. Both 
teams are in the bonus. 

Play order:
1) A1 personal foul – live-ball foul
2) B1 unsportsmanlike foul
3) A3 unsportsmanlike foul



Play 2 
A1 commits a personal foul against B1 in the lane area. 
B1 then pushes A1 and A3 responds by pushing B1. Both 
teams are in the bonus. 

Foul adjudication:
1) B1’s and A3’s unsportsmanlike foul penalties cancel
2) B1 shoots two free throws (PF)

Play resumes following B1’s free throws for the personal 
foul.



Play 3 
A1 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against B1 during the 
act of shooting. The try is successful. Following the goal, 
B1 punches A1, A2 shoves B2 and B6 and B7 leave the 
bench but do not participate in the on-court activity.



Play 3 
A1 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against B1 during the 
act of shooting. The try is successful. Following the goal, 
B1 punches A1, A2 shoves B2 and B6 and B7 leave the 
bench but do not participate in the on-court activity.

Play order:
1) A1’s unsportsmanlike foul – live-ball foul
2) B1 disqualifying foul
3) A2 unsportsmanlike foul
4) B6 and B7 disqualifying fouls



Play 3 
A1 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against B1 during the act of 
shooting. The try is successful. Following the goal, B1 punches A1, A2 
shoves B2 and B6 and B7 leave the bench but do not participate in the 
on-court activity.

Foul adjudication:
1) B1’s goal counts
2) B1 is ejected
3) B1’s disqualifying foul and A2’s unsportsmanlike foul penalties 
cancel
4) B6 and B7 ejected for disqualifying foul
5) One indirect technical foul assessed to Team B’s head coach
6) Any Team B member shoots two free throws (A1’s UF)
7) Any Team A member awarded two free throws (B6/7’s DF)
8) Team A awarded the ball for a throw-in at the division line 
opposite the scorers’ table



Play 4 

Following a held ball, A1 pushes B1. B1 responds by 
pushing A1, then A2 pushes B1 and Team B’s head coach 
is assessed a technical foul.



Play 4 
Following a held ball, A1 pushes B1. B1 responds by pushing 
A1, then A2 pushes B1 and Team B’s head coach is assessed 
a technical foul.

Play order:
1) Held ball– stops play
2) A1 unsportsmanlike foul
3) B1 unsportsmanlike foul
4) A2 unsportsmanlike foul
5) Team B’s head coach bench technical foul



Play 4 
Following a held ball, A1 pushes B1. B1 responds by pushing 
A1, then A2 pushes B1 and Team B’s head coach is assessed a 
technical foul.

Foul adjudication:
1) A1 and B1 unsportsmanlike foul penalties cancel
2) Any Team B member awarded two free throws (A2’s UF)
3) Any Team A member awarded two free throws (B’s HC 
TF)

Play resumes with Team B throw-in at the division line opposite 
the scorers’ table. The arrow remains unchanged.



Play 5 
While A1’s try is in flight, A2 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against 
B1. After the whistle for the foul, the try is unsuccessful. B1 then 
curses at A2 and then shoves A2. A2 taunts B1. 



Play 5 
While A1’s try is in flight, A2 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against 
B1. After the whistle for the foul, the try is unsuccessful. B1 then 
curses at A2 and then shoves A2. A2 taunts B1. 

Foul order:
1) A2 unsportsmanlike foul – live-ball foul
2) B1 player/substitute technical foul
3) B1 unsportsmanlike foul
4) A2 player/substitute technical foul



Play 5 
While A1’s try is in flight, A2 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against 
B1. After the whistle for the foul, the try is unsuccessful. B1 then 
curses at A2 and then shoves A2. A2 taunts B1. 

Foul adjudication:
1) B1 and A2 player/substitute technical foul penalties cancel
2) Any Team B member awarded two free throws (A2’s UF)
3) Any Team A member awarded two free throws (B1’s UF)

Play resumes with a Team A throw-in at the division line opposite the 
scorers’ table.



Play 6 
A2 commits a personal foul against B1. B1 curses at A2 and then B3 
shoves A2. A3 then pushes B3. Team B is in the bonus.



Play 6 
A2 commits a personal foul against B1. B1 curses at A2 and then B3 
shoves A2. A3 then pushes B3. Team B is in the bonus.

Foul order:
1) A2 personal foul – live-ball foul
2) B1 player/substitute technical foul
3) B3 unsportsmanlike foul
4) A3 unsportsmanlike foul



Play 6 
A2 commits a personal foul against B1. B1 curses at A2 and then B3 
shoves A2. A3 then pushes B3. Team B is in the bonus.

Foul adjudication:
1) B3 and A3 unsportsmanlike foul penalties cancel
2) Any Team A player awarded two free throws (B1 TF)
3) Play resumes at POI (B1 two free throws for A2’s PF)



Play 7 
While A1 is dribbling the ball in her backcourt, A2 and B2 foul each 
other at approximately the same time and the official rules fouls on 
each player; A2’s foul is unsportsmanlike and B2’s foul is 
disqualifying.



Play 7 
While A1 is dribbling the ball in her backcourt, A2 and B2 foul each other 
at approximately the same time and the official rules fouls on each player; 
A2’s foul is unsportsmanlike and B2’s foul is disqualifying.

Foul adjudication:
1) B2 is ejected
2) A2’s unsportsmanlike foul and B2’s disqualifying foul cancel
since these are fouls of equal gravity.
3) Play resumes at the point of interruption (out-of-bounds spot
nearest to where the ball was located when the fouls were called).



Play 8 
A1 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against B1. After the whistle, B1 
responds by committing an unsportsmanlike foul against A1.



Play 8 
A1 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against B1. After the whistle, B1 
responds by committing an unsportsmanlike foul against A1.

Foul order:
1) A1 unsportsmanlike foul – live-ball foul
2) B1 unsportsmanlike foul



Play 8 
A1 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against B1. After the whistle, B1 
responds by committing an unsportsmanlike foul against A1.

Foul adjudication:
1) Any Team B member awarded two free throws (A1’s UF)
2) Any Team A member awarded two free throws (B1’s UF)
3) Play resumes with a Team A throw-in at the division line 
opposite the scorers’ table.



Questions?




